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*...5om died in a work-
place accident back in the
905, Tn Welland, there was
a tragedy three years agn
when two young people
went to John Deer as part
of Take Your Kid to Work
[y and there was a work:
place accident. So we had
an Incident that is related
tor what started this initia-
tive and I think people
want ta see somelhing pos-
itive come oul . of it"
explained Mayor Goul-
bourne, "It is o blg Inita-
tiwve,”

The six sub-commililees
wlll. be responsible for
developing . goals and
abjectives. 1t 15 possible
that the stecring comimit:
tee may decide to pursus
one or all of the six possi-
ble focus areas of the sub-
committees; however, a
decision has not yet begn
made,

For example, the com-
mittee may declde to focus
on seniors’ safety issues
after reviewing informa-
tion such as hospital statis-
tics on the number of sen-
iors who visit the hospital
and why they are admit-
Leal.

“Maybe it's a result of
slips and falls. 5o the next
step from there would be
to discuss what we can do
to help prevent it Maybe
there 1s already a program
in place, we just have to
get the partners logether.
The sub-committees will
conduct an assessment of
the statistics and move for-
ward from there."

A target date is set for
the spring of 2005, The
committee hopes by then
to have a business plan
developed and to be desig-
nated as a safe community.

Such a designation s an
incentive for attracting
economic development, &5
businesses in a safe com-
munity receive a reduction
in WSIR premiums.

“It’s about recognition,
assessment and control,”
added Mre. Demers, "IF we
can ldentify hazards and
implement control we can
enhance the city's safety.
With the enthusiastic sup-
port of Mayor Goulbourne
and with Coun, Chiccchio
as chair, this is sure to be a
successful program,”

Since the sub-commit-
tees have not yel sel goals
and objectives, now would
he the best time for con
cerned cltizens to jump on
hoard,

As such, people are being
asked to contact Laura [P at
{905) 735-1700 ext. 239 for
mare information on how
to become involved In the
safe Community Partner-
ship. As well, people can
visit www.safecommuni-
ties_ca Lo learn more abwat
the initiative.

“We look forward to tap-
ping into the enthusiasm
of our citizens,” conchaded
Mr. Dremers,

COnce the city is desig-
rated as a safe community,
the committees sald It
would inform businesses
and Iodividuals moving to
the city, that it is indeed a
safe place to liveo - e«



