Making Welland a safer place
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WELLAND

yen clites become safe come
mundtles, their citizens are
healthier and svervone saves

TN

The Welland Safe Communities
steering -committee held its inaugural
mieeting Tuesday amndd the 14 members
are l:m'Elng fior ways to make Welland a
gafer place too live and work.

The program started in 1996 and
gince then it has expanded 1o 35 Cana-
dian cities from Halifax 1o Calgary.
Some of the goals include reducin
wnﬁc injuries and improving tral-
fic ¢ !

Laura Ip says there has been over-
whelming interest in setting up the ink-
tiative in Welland

The exccutive assistant o the
mayor and the city manager 2ays mary
companbes have health and satety pro-
ceduires.

However, thers im0 oonnecton
hetween the different organizations.

In Welland, the sieenng commiites
consists of representatives from four
school boards, the Welland-Pellham
chamber of commerce, the M
Regional - Police, -the Welland Fire
Department and the city.

“Tt invalves the entire community,”
Ip says.

-

City coungillor

Mary Ainn Grimaldi, frant, Ecole Champlain principal Rheal Sequin and

Miagara Regional Pofice inspector Rick Lundy listen during the inaugural meeting of
the Welland Safc Communities meeting Tuesday marninguSTass PHT DR SPETE

Accidents have a cost in addidon w
pain and suffering — there is the cost of
emergency police, ambulance and fire
services, as well as the cozt of hospatal-
ization and counselling for the victims
ard their Families.

That doesn't even count the lost
productivity to the employer and high-
er workplace insurance rates.

According to the World Health

Organization, for every §1 spent on
Safe Communities society saves $440,

Welland's steering Commilies meets
again March 31 to choose its chair and
to form its subcommithess h

After that meeting the boand mem-
bers will start looking for interested cit-
zens o it on the siboommninitees,

Information © is  avallable
vrerm salecommunities. ca.
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