Making the city
safer through
public education

By MAGIE RIOPELLE
Senbor Stafl Reportes

e fire department of
Wellinsd 15 on & ks
they hope to save lves and
teach people how to he pre-
pared.

Fresently, the fire deparl-
smeand is Rravelling arinand
Lee honmzes Lo oo inspeeclions
o simke alanes, looensine
they are workiong, hooked
vipr, ammned Eloe Datleries are
churged.

While It may seems like a
pabsElnce o some the G
of the matier is that smoke
nlirme save lves,

With limited rejources,
however. the flre preven-
tion department has not
bBeen able B visit all the
homes, aparmment bulld-
Ings, and seniors’ resi-
denaces in the ComLmiiiaey.

Bt Lictle by lictle, they
are making headway.

“This 15 our chird year
telzing inspections) but we
flaven't done the whole
clty,”  explained Tom
Menadovich, fire preven-
tiom otficer (o the City of
Welland Fire and Emer-
Eency Services. “We are
making a Ing diflerence
Jusl last week, we had lwio
lives Lhal weie saveil
Lt ol i seooeke akiron

The lire :i|-||:|rlrr|1-||'.. LTS}
corttlnwed, mee usuelly sicn
an the good puys, bt thene
is o Fiee oewd Srocke olaros
wire not In working ander,
residents mivy be fined

“I'he tlme ls coming
where we will have o get
serons,” b added, "We did
seccessiful lay charges in
one case and 1t went
||IrI,IIJ.:;tI. the coarts. ["l.:n::-pl_{'
died because somedne wis-
n't responsible 1o check
theair sioke deteciors. We
hoped people would get
the meszage. We want land-
fonds to il in and moke
sure their alarms are wiorks
g and thear properlies are
safe."

Ihe Wislland saje Com
ity Parteeship is hop-
g Lo help weills salely i
Lialives, auch s live puesven
vict and educaticon ellonls,

i b Bl cily o salier
jebace tu live, wiork arnd
rhiy

Phe- e department iy
thing an exaelien jub with
bs prograsees,” sild Coun
Yt Chinechin, chair of the
Sale Consoundty Puctiees
ship steering committec.
'From o Spfe Community
perspective, we want to
work closely with comimu-
nity partners. Learnlng
about initiatives, such as
the fife prevention and
theit needs for additional
support, 1 can now go back
b thie eomrnittes o help
create a safer caby.”

Another area where the
Lhvie depraitinenl promoles
safety 15 with children. Dhar-
ing the school year, the
depariment has & number
Gof fire prevention sessions,
wliere cliilden ene given
the assigniment of creating
an eaneLgency escape plan,

e childven beiog e

+ paper hame, have tieii

parenls help thsin diaw o
tloar plan, then draw an
escape o b case ol o
ST SRR TR

“We also hope the e
rils Lk tlie thime Do lawies o
lire alrill with their chil
dress. We adso Leachs Hhie
children tips, ke how to
rherck o door Yow use the
baick ob vour haod, because
It 15 thie most sensidye, and
put it agalnst the door,
Mever grab the handle.of
the doot, it may be wo hot
and you can burn your
hand. That and, it is d3ff-
cult to crawl if vou have
burnt your hand,"”
explained Mr, Nenadovich,

Of course, with limited
resources, the fire depart-
et only teache Hre [ire=
vention and safety to chil-
dren up to Grade 8 They
hape to be able to reach
high school students, as
many of them leave the
ooty for collepe. The
Safe Community initative
mey e able to help e e
department o Lhis respect
as weell,

e wanl Lo gel Lhe
inlonmation inlo the high
s hanil h-‘lurl_l.- el Phiwsrn aimis
paing Off to coliege, leiving
teere conmnurdty, and lving
ln private homes or rest-
dences, We wint o know
our children are protected
when they leave our com-
munlty. This year, we will
e attending the orienta-
thon evenlng for Niagara
College, 50 we will be
reaching youth coming
inte our community,” said
Mr. Nenadovich,

“Working together we
may be able to deal with
somne of these issues” said
Con,. Chickehin, "Bduca-
o 15 50 impreatant.”

Twe of the major causs
wl e i unattended pils
i Lhe stove and camdles,
added M, Nenadowich,

Wi oser a lol ol lires
o cinslles, Soomne paeniple
Wweawd Leae lighil candles
Barming vontineally,
fhiw Lot lishi Chirn’ gel Wiy
Bst, T e seen o thean
ignite. Either thast, or preos
ple have pers ned the pets
knock ever the candles, 1t's
ilso Jimportinn it to have
the condles near the cur-
ring ™

In order 1o enhance puke
lie awareness, the fire
department hos a website
at wwwiwelland.ca, which
hus Information on open-
Ing burning, fiee safety Lips;
aned @n interactive chil-
slren’s section,

“Wheoare also move than
happy to answer calls If
ackyoree bas any goestions,
said b Menadoviclis "1
et leer 1 e st ler @iy sindiy
W also dell peogle, 1hat il
yooud aler B d sl et line,
alwinys had U 1id rewrcisy
sty can pral e live ol
Favwrp ab yomn gl Bie Elre osi,
vime sl eali os hecirse
we s nnake e L e
% wafe

Fesr mvorss information,
vintact vhie Wellieal Fire
anel Frnergency Scrvices,
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Coun. Pat Chiacchia, chair of the Welland 5afe Community Partnership steering committee, and his
doughter Kelsy, get a lesson [n fire safety, emergency planning, and the important of working smoke
detectors from Tom Menadovich, fire prevention officer with the City of Welland Fire and Emergency
Services,
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We've got a goldmine of savings
on all our quality Luxaire Heating
and Air Conditioning Units

Don’t wait too
leng te receive up
too $350” in

rebates available.
Expires August 31, 2004 1

For :m. s
sificiency, rellability.
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