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Safe Community ready to submit business plan

By MAGGIE RIDPELLE
Senior Stall I-.t-p-nrt-:r

Would vou like 1o make
Welland a saler place?

Well, that's the concep
behind the Welland Safe
Commiunity Fartnership

The steering commitics,
with the h|'||| af the yolun-
teers on the subcommit-
tees, has finished 118 busi-
ness plan. Thi: plan sabs out
1.|'|['r_|.|'||' govals and abjec-
tives, both in the short and
|ong-term.

Cnee  the plan s
npperoved by the Safe Com-
munity Faundation,
Wellare! will be designated
s ik Sale Coammuanity.

So whal henelits come
with such a title? Well
fiestly, the subeommittess
will be working on varlous
inltlatives o enhance
uifety and promotion of
Iy preverntion

The wltimate goal & the
make the community a
wnfer place to llve, work,
and play

fiy making the commu-
nity a safer place, It s alio n
preat way o promole the
commurlty and encourage
|||'||p||' and businesses 1o
relacale

A well Bustivesses (n the
community will recelve a
toreakl on thedr WHIB preml
wims, once the community
mecefves (i designation,

“To b designated, you
need o business plan,"”
explained Coun, Pat Chiog-
chiln, eoschale of the WSLE
“Fram there we can sttt to
eNCOigs more parinar-
ships knd move ahead with
ey goals and objectives”

Ihere are thiee subecom
mitteey that have boen
making progress including
the Wellness and Preven-
Hon, Workplace Salety, Sile
Meighbouthoods, and Mar
keting mibscommitive,

Al thig paint, there lias
nol been a 1ot ol PrOgress
with the Senlors Sub-Lom-
mlttee, as the commiites I8
seeking more Ii'|'|r|'ﬁl'l'|l-‘|
thon from senlors an the
comimittes

5o what types of goals am
in the plan?

Community stukiholders
[rovm & variely of ermjloy-
ment, sducation, govern-
ment, and social agencies
huave conmie together in sup
part @l this partneship,

Thraugh the wark of the

volunteers involved with
the partnership, the plan
has set out & direction for
the committees, which
includes a continued
review of injury data and
programs from employers
and other sources in ordes
to deliver prevention pro-
grams that meet the needs
of the community,

*Thbs i5 a community ini-
tlative 1s being driven by
the hard work of volun-
teers, We want this initia:
tive to continue for many
vears 10 come, bt thie suc-
cesy of this ||;].rll'|i'r'.]'|lp
depends on the support of
community membiers, We
are secking additional vol-
unteers in interedtéd in
making thelr community o
saler ploce.” added Coun
Chilsechia

The goal of these varions
safety programs Iy to meduce
tntal and non-fatal ocoupa
thanal and non-aecupa-
vicmal Injuries.

Ihe Workplace Safefy
Sub-Committed I8 [ocused
o wmiall and mediom siged
businesses and senior high
school studanty who may
be entering the worklopce
with a goal of reducing
work related injuries and
s,

“Uhur sub-commities hins
heen most bmpressive,”
commented Bill Auchtor-
lonle, chalr of the Work
place Safety subecomimities
"We mannged 1o atiract
one membaer with experl
anee I two sale commu
nity partnerhips, I we ane
able 1o pchieve our goals,
we already know this |part
meralibp will be & real sug
(s 1

Thie Waollnvess pnd Preven
tlon sub-committes hopes
1o ralde awarencas on well
ness and Injury prevention
in the community, with a
goal 1o encourage small
businesies o participate in
the Health Living Work-
place Award progeam

“We feel 1t Is an inbegral
nart of this Initlative,
|'-h1||||r MacLead, chair,
wlded. "We want 1o mike
p:-|||||1' aware nnd |'i|||l.-'ll.lr
information. We want ta
FgARe community part
ners.”

W bolleve the VWellness
and Prevention sub-corm-
miktirn Ix the only one in
Canada (under the Sale
Community Farinership
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T‘hc Safe Communlty Inltinl.i'.lc steering mrnrnmu- mcmban are from left In back; Marcel Turpln, Karen
Walsh, Bill Auchterlonle, Marlo Geremla, Frank Adamson, Joanne MacLeod, and Tracy MacDonald. In

front Trom left are co-chalrs Pat Chiocchio and Rick Demers

program,” Hick Demon,
steeringt commiies co-chal
widid

As for the Sale Meigh-
basiphionds sub-coimimities,
they have a gonl o edocale
drivers and make the roads
anle

The sub-commities plans
o reduce the driving
related (njurles where speed
Is o facton by 10 pet cent

As well, the committee
hr.t'\-r\. 1 establisl o data
base ol  teallle-reloved
Injurles Tor the City ol
Welland as one of the long-
1orm goals,

¢ owanted the Sale
Community Partneiship
committees 1o make thelr
goals attalnable,” added
L, Chionochio,

=1 think we will be able
toy el our gonls, We will
also evaluste how the sub-
commitiess are progressing
ofl thetr goals on o regular
baasks,”

The Mingara Catholle Dis-
triet School Board @5 just
ome of the many partmers
involved with the Initia-
Thwe.

“Wle are alwiys Intenested
In creating partnerships
with the city or business
community,” sald Mario
Geremba, representing the
schisol board and steering
committes member.

“With 10 schools, we are
always looking st enhanc-
ing the safety of students.
We want o provide [nfor.
mation and bring informa
tion back to the students ™

Asowiell, the Welland/Pel.
ham Chamber of Come.
merce also has a represenia-
tive on the committes,

“The chamber is happy
1o see the communbty is
joining forces, it will help
to make the downtown
safer and businesses safer
and that's a win-win situa
tion," said Marcel Turpin,
Chamber sepresentative

Mingara Health Systems s
ome of the nowest partners,

Co-chairs Coun, Pat Chioeehio, left, and Rick Demers, reviewed the business
plan at a meeting on Monday, Navember 1, The rest of the steering commit-
tee reviewed the document and discussed it at their meeting on Wednesday,
Movember 3,

and Teacy MacDonald has
decided to join the effort

“Miagara Health Systems
reallzes the Importance of
health promoticn, There 15
no better way ta get
invalved than ta become o
partner in an inltiative like
this,” she zald.

The Miasgarn Children's
Safety Village also become
Invalved.

*Obviously the whole
goal of the village is to keep
kids safe,” satd Frank
Adamson, safety village
"We have the police, Fire
and paramedics at the il
lage and while 1t s a
1'4:g||::|r|al program; It (%
Tocated in Welland at the
Miagara College campus, |
hope this will set partner-
shilps and it will take off
across the reglon.”

As for the final commit-
tee, the Marketing sub-
commities, thelr goal will

be to find new partners
who can become Invabeed
I this initlative,

“Ohur goal 1s 1o recrult
partners,” explained Carla
Stout, marketing chatr, “We
are not necessarily calling
corporations or community
organizations, We will he
looking at financlal spon-
sors, a3 well as provincial
and fedderal funding.”

The committee will be
seeking support from small
and medium sized busi-
nesses. Sponsorship and
new partners, she added,
doesn't just mean financial
donations.

“Certalnly we will be
lpoking for money, but
husinesses can give their
time, energy and in kind
domations;” she added. “We
are also trying to get the
word out about this inita-
tive and garner more com-
munity buy-in.”

Mirs, Stoul wiasn't botn in
Welland, she contimued,
bt she feels this Initlative
Is tmportant in that it will
benelit children, adults,
arvel serrior alike,

“T'm From Vancouver arnd
I moved to Walland seven
yenrs ago., | have two
sones,” she continued
“Safe Communities %
bullding a better ptace for
my kids to grow up in.”

Whether you are a busi-
ness  persan, mother
retiree, of ¥YOung porson
the Safe Community Part-
nership will ln some way
touch every member of the
commurity, she said.

"1 really think this iv a
great initiative and it will
survive any term of oouncil
because it is 8 community
Imitiative. We hope peaple
wiil get involved and see
the merit of this pariner-
ship.”



